STATE OF MAI NE Docket No. 98-848
PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON
November 16, 1998

NORTHLAND TELEPHONE COVPANY OF MAI NE ORDER
and SI DNEY TELEPHONE COVPANY,

Request for Wiiver of Chapter 25

Subsection 3 (D)

VWELCH, Chairnman; NUGENT, and DI AMOND Conm SSi oner

l. SUMMARY

In this Order, we grant the request of Northland Tel ephone
Conpany, Inc. and Sidney Tel ephone Conpany for a waiver of
subsection 3(D) of Chapter 25 of the Comm ssion’s rules.

11. BACKGROUND

On Cctober 30, 1998, Northland Tel ephone Conpany of Mi ne,
Inc. and Sidney Tel ephone Conpany (collectively “NTC') filed a
request for a waiver of subsection 3(D) of Chapter 25 of the
Comm ssion’s rules that requires NTC to provide a Local Exchange
Carrier Coin-QOperated Tel ephone in every area served by each
central office. NICis seeking this waiver as it is selling al
of its payphones to Versetel Conmunications, Inc. (Versetel) of
New Hanpshire and will no | onger be operating payphones inits
service area. Versetel has contractually agreed to fulfill all
of NTC s obligations with respect to Comm ssion rules, including
Chapter 25. This contractual obligation should ensure that NIC s
service area wll continue to receive adequate payphone servi ce.

111. DECISION

We exercise our authority outlined in section 8 and grant
NTC s request for a waiver of subsection 3(D). NIC has shown
good cause and the waiver is not inconsistent wwth the intent of
this Chapter as payphones will continue to exist in all of NIC s
service area. NIC shall informthe Commssion if it becones
aware of any exchange that is to have payphone service
di sconti nued.

Not hing in this decision, however limts the Conm ssion’s
authority or responsibility under applicable state or Federal |aw
to address matters concerni ng public-interest payphones. the
wai ver granted herein does not free NIC from any public-interest
payphone obligation which the Comm ssion, pursuant to appropriate
process, nay determ ne.
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Therefore, we
ORDER

1. That Northl and Tel ephone Conpany, Inc. and Si dney
Tel ephone Conpany be granted wai vers of subsection 3(D) of

Chapter 25 of the Conmi ssion’s rules.

Dat ed at Augusta, Miine this 16th day of Novenber, 1998.

BY ORDER OF THE COW SSI ON

Dennis L. Keschl
Adm nistrative Director

COWMM SSI ONERS VOTI NG FOR: Wl ch
Nugent
D anond
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NOTI CE OF RI GHTS TO REVI EW OR APPEAL

5 MR S. A 8 9061 requires the Public Utilities Comm ssion
to give each party to an adjudicatory proceeding witten notice
of the party's rights to review or appeal of its decision nade at
t he concl usion of the adjudicatory proceeding. The nethods of
revi ew or appeal of PUC decisions at the conclusion of an
adj udi catory proceeding are as foll ows:

1. Reconsi deration of the Comm ssion's Order nay be
request ed under Section 1004 of the Conm ssion's Rul es of
Practice and Procedure (65-407 C MR 110) within 20 days of
the date of the Order by filing a petition with the

Comm ssion stating the grounds upon which reconsideration is
sought..

2. Appeal of a final decision of the Conm ssion nay be
taken to the Law Court by filing, within 30 days of the date
of the Order, a Notice of Appeal wth the Adm nistrative
Director of the Comm ssion, pursuant to 35-A MR S. A § 1320
(1)-(4) and the Maine Rules of Cvil Procedure, Rule 73 et
seq.

3. Addi tional court review of constitutional issues or

i ssues involving the justness or reasonabl eness of rates may
be had by the filing of an appeal with the Law Court,
pursuant to 35-A MR S. A § 1320 (5).

Not e: The attachnent of this Notice to a docunent does not
indicate the Commi ssion's view that the particul ar docunent
may be subject to review or appeal. Simlarly, the failure
of the Comm ssion to attach a copy of this Notice to a
docunent does not indicate the Comm ssion's view that the
docunent is not subject to review or appeal.



